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Spectrum of EBSNA

• School attendance with stress and pleas for non-attendance

• Repeated behaviours in the morning to avoid school

• Repeated lateness in the morning followed by attendance 

• Periodic absences or missing classes 

• Repeated absences or missing classes 

• Repeated absences or missing classes mixed with attendance

• Complete absence from school during a certain period of time/parts of 
the day

• Complete absence from school for an extended period of time 
Spectrum of non-attendance (Kearney, 2018)
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Participation Stages

Safety

Participation

Motivation 

Collaboration 

Inclusion



Curiosity, Compassion & Partnership
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• Interactions - Every interaction is an intervention

• Boundaries and routines – Co develop and built with the child/young person 

• Shared understanding/goals – Between child/young person, parents and carers and education

• Mutual respect – Demonstrated between all partners 

• Permission - To ‘be with’, to stop and try again tomorrow, to take a chance

• Positive Reinforcement – Banking positive experiences for the child/young person



Case Studies 

• What do you notice about this young person’s situation?

• What were the main roles of parents/carers and the school in this situation?

• Thinking about Curiosity, Compassion and Partnership, what did each look like for

o The young person

o The parent/carer

o The School

• What helped and why?

• Anything else that you have observed in the case study or your own experience that would 
be helpful to add?
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The Importance of Hope
• Child A is now doing A levels at mainstream college, has a job, has 

passed his driving test and is incredibly independent

• Child B is engaging regularly with online schooling and is beginning 
to take steps to physically go in to mainstream school

• Child C is engaging with alternative education

• Child D is at mainstream college, having achieved English GCSE 
but resitting maths, taking further education in other subjects and 
has independently sought and engaged with support around their 
mental health

• Child E is continuing to increase their participation in mainstream 
secondary school lessons in the classroom
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